
   

 

want to make a short side trip to 
do the Tail of the Dragon or a 
little bit longer detour to go 
through the Great Smoky Moun-
tains to the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Greenville is between 651 and 
672 miles from St. Louis and 
from Kansas City it is between 

897-926 miles, depending on the 
route you take. 

So, start saving those nickels 
and dimes in your piggy banks or 
mayonnaise jars, this Ride-In 
promises to be another good 
one.  Start planning your routes 
and lining up your roommates 
because I think this one will be 
well attended. 

Between the ride to and from 
the Greenville area and the fabu-
lous potential rides in the 
Greenville area, this Ride-In 
could be a memorable week or 
so. 
 

Just in case you haven't 
heard, the 2012 Ride-In will be 
in Greenville, North Carolina, 
next year.  The Ride-In dates 
will be July 10th-12th, at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel.  .   

A related item about AMA, 
Cris Baldwin, our fantastic 
WOW President, will be the 
WOW Representative to the 
new AMA Women Riders 
Council.  Among other things, 
the council will try to deter-
mine how many women riders 
there really are, they will 
check into educational avail-
ability and they will help plan 
ǘƘŜ !a! ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wƛŘŜǊ /ƻƴπ
ference, held every couple of 
years. 

Now back to the 2012 Ride-
In.  The Crowne Plaza is lo-
cated about six miles south-
east of Greenville and has easy 
access to both I-385 and I-85.  
The hotel has two queen bed 
rooms or one king bed rooms; 
a 24 hour fitness center and a 
ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǇƻƻƭΤ ŀ wǳǘƘΩǎ 
Steak House located within 
the hotel and an Atrium Café, 
located in the lobby area, that 
serves a buffet breakfast and 

lunch and a full service lounge 
serving beverages, appetizers 
and dinner. 
The hotel is six stories and yes, it 
has elevators.  Some of the 
other amenities the hotel offers 
are: 

¶ 24-Hour Business Center 

¶ Ample & Complimentary 
Guest Parking 

¶ Banquet & Catering Services 

¶ Complimentary Airport and 
Local Area Shuttle Service (5 
mile radius) for those who 
might need to fly into 
Greenville 

¶ Complimentary Wired & 
Wireless High Speed Inter-
net Access 

Greenville is located in the 
Piedmont area of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains.  With the mountains 
and foothills in the area there 
are some scrumptious rides, 
everything from sweeping 

curves to twisties and 
switchbacks.  The scenery in the 
Greenville area is some of the 
most beautiful in the eastern 
U.S. 

If you have the time, you might 
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P a g e  2  

DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ YƴƻǿΧΦaŀǊƛŜ [ƻƴƎΚ 
aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aŀǊƛŜ [ƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ рм 
years old.  I share my life with my 
partner of eight years and my black 
[ŀōǊŀŘƻǊ .W ǿƘƻ ƛǎ мрΦ  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
riding my own bike since 1995 and 
have been a WOW member of the 
IŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŎŜǇπ
ǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мффтΦ LΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦπ
fices of Director, Treasurer and ac-
tivity coordinator. 

Years ago I met Cris Baldwin through 
another motorcycling organization.  
When that group disbanded, Cris 
called and told me she was starting 
a Women On Wheels® chapter and 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ LΩŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ  L ƛƳƳŜŘƛπ
ately said yes. Our first meetings 
ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ /ǊƛǎΩ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мффт ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
minute of being a member of our 
chapter and the WOW organization.  
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²h²Σ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
grow as a person, have made many 
friendships and gone places that I 
never imagined.  

When I was too young to ride on the 
back of a bike, my cousins would sit 
me on the gas tank of their bikes 
and we would ride around the 
Florissant, MO area where we lived. 
9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊΣ LΩŘ ōŜƎ 
them to take me for a ride.  The first 
bike I bought was off a friend.  It was 
a 1970 Yamaha 650, inline four cyl-
inders.  It ran pretty fast.  Then I 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ мфтр ±ƛǊŀƎƻ тллΦ  LǘΩǎ 
the bike I had when I joined the 
Heartland chapter. I rode that thing 
everywhere.  But then I wanted to 
jump up in engine size and comfort, 
so I bought a brand new 2001 Vstar 
ммллΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƴȅ ōŀōȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  aȅ 
dream bike is a HD Fat Boy and 
Honda Gold Wing.  Someday when I 
ŀƳ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǳǇ ǘǿƻ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ LΩŘ 
like to have a Gold Wing trike.  Bet-
ter start saving now!   

I am the younger of two 
children.  I have an older 
brother who resides in Al-
buquerque, NM with our 
Mom.  My Dad and Step-
Mom live in St. Peters, MO.  
I was born in Florissant, MO 
and have lived in Hazel-
wood, Times Beach, Fen-
ton, St. Peters and St. 
Charles.  Yes, the same 
Times Beach during the 
time they were spraying 
the dirt roads with Dioxin 
contaminated oil. I gradu-
ated from Fort Zumwalt 
IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ hΩCŀƭƭƻƴΣ ah 
many moons ago.  At-
tended Florissant Valley CC 
and St. Charles CC but 
never graduated.  I would 
like to someday go back to 
college and graduate 
maybe with a degree in 
Criminology.  Just not sure 
what I want to be when I 
grow up! 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ он ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ 
worked at Virbac Animal 
Health, Inc. a French owned 
company. Although we 
originally started out as 
Ralston Purina, then we 
were sold a few times be-
fore Virbac acquired us. We 
manufacture veterinary 
pharmaceuticals for domes-
tic animals and some farm 
animals.  And I am happy to 
say we are growing.  I 
worked in our QC lab as an 
analyst for the first 20 years 
and presently work in our 
QA department as an Audi-
tor for the past 12 years.  I 
always thought a fun job 
would be to take people on 
motorcycle tours through 

the mountains, work with 
animals or be a farmer.  I love 
animals and like to watch 
crops grow. 

Besides riding motorcycles, 
some of the other things I like 
to do are spending time with 
my partner, my dog and 
friends, photography, camp-
ing, hiking, canoeing, garden-
ing, travel or just sitting out-
side by our fire pit. I used to 
go backpacking with the Si-
erra Club and would like to 
get back in shape to do it 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƻ ƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
way of camping. 

My first overnight trip on the 
bike was to the Ride-In in 
Cannon City, Colorado with 
Cris and Thomas Baldwin and 
a few other members.  I re-
member being very nervous 
to the point of almost not 
ƎƻƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
now as I love to travel on my 
bike.  One of the furthest 
ǘǊƛǇǎ LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Vermont Ride-in where we 
rode up into Canada and re-
entered the states by Niagara 
CŀƭƭǎΣ b¸Φ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ Řŀȅ LΩǾŜ 
ever had was 19 hours on the 
bike coming home from the 
Ride-In in Guntersville, AL.  
We got held up in rain for 
quite some time.  I think I 
pulled into my driveway at 
midnight, wet, cold and com-
pletely exhausted.  One of 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ Řŀȅ ǊƛŘŜǎ LΩǾŜ 
been on by myself was 625 
miles. Maybe I could do an 
iron butt!  I have had many 
fun and exciting trips with my 
WOW family over the years.  
And look forward to having 
many more. 

I n M O t i o n  N e w s l e t t e r  

Marie riding for  

Bike and Badge 

Photo by  

4 Real Photography 
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2011 MO Fall Ride to Lunch-October 1st 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1  I s s u e  3 

This years Fall Ride event used an en-
tirely different approach than in previ-
ous years.  In previous years, the chap-
ters would meet somewhere and then 
ride together, have lunch and then 
head home. 

This year each chapter rode to the 
Cooking from Scratch restaurant just 
off of I-44 at the Newburg/Doolittle 
exit. 

The restaurant is not difficult to find 
because there is usually a 1/2 car 1/2 
chicken parked out front.  The food is 
good, the atmosphere fun and the 
service is friendly. 

I counted twenty-five Women On 

Wheels®  riders for this lunch.  How-
ŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Řƛǎπ
cover this little jewel, I counted six 
other bikers, two from Colorado, that 
found the chicken.  They might be 

known for their pan fried chicken, but 
they have a complete menu that goes 
from soup & sandwich to seafood.  All-
in-all it was a fun time for the chapters 
last joint venture of the year. 

an orange belt in Kajukenbo style of 
martial arts.  I love self defense. A few 
years ago, I worked out with a personal 
trainer who asked me if I wanted to be a 
power lifter. It sounded like fun, but I 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ƛǘΦ   !ƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ 
like to be a personal trainer some day. I 
was a member of the St. Charles Impe-
Ǌƛŀƭ 5ŀƴŎŜ /ƭǳōΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
ŀ Ƙƻǘ ŀƛǊ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴ ǊƛŘŜΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ 
heights, but I also believe in working 
through my fears so as not to miss an 
opportunity. 

 

I am so very grateful I found Women On 
Wheels® and Cris Baldwin who started 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅ ǊƛŘŜǎ LΩǾŜ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊƛŘŜǎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ 
such as Provincetown, MA at the 
tip of Cape Cod, Key West Florida 
and many more. Those two places 
are a couple of my favorite vaca-
tion spots and to ride there would 
be totally awesome to me. Actually, 
to ride in all 50 states is on my 
ōǳŎƪŜǘ ƭƛǎǘΦ DǳŜǎǎ LΩǾŜ ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ƛƴ 
almost half of the 50 states.  Look-
ing forward to all of them!  

Some little known facts about me 
are, years ago I used to show my 
Old English Sheepdog and Cocker 
Spaniel in Obedience Class at dog 
shows and we would actually win.  I 
have studied some Martial Arts and 
have a brown belt in Shotokan and 

been on with my WOW sisters and broth-
ers have all been very special to me.  And I 
thank my God all the time for the opportu-
nity to be part of such a great organiza-
tion, the people in it and for the people 
LΩǾŜ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ  L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
many more miles with all of you.  Please 
know how special each and every one of 
you are to me. 

Getting to Know, cont. 
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